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Overview

• What is CHART?

• Evidence of Good Practice

• Importance of Research 

• CHART, research and the future
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What is CHART?

COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE OF RESEARCH TRUSTS

AIMS: 

• Aid growth of existing research in Community hospital settings (and community settings)

• Share best practice

• Share resources, e.g document templates, JD’s and research tools

• Build collaborations and networks 

• Be a collective voice to national bodies to influence and support future research decisions and 

processes

• Be a conduit for developing novel research in the community and out of hospital settings
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Complex Nature of Community Research 

• INTEGRATION - Community Trusts are nursing and therapy led 

organisations – often integrated with LA/ social care or third sector

• GEOGRAPHY -  Most organisations have many sites over a large 

area, with care often delivered at home.

• RESEARCH CATEGORIES -  Top 5  Mental Health, MSK, 

Dementia, Primary Care, Health Service Research 

• RESEARCH MODELS -  The RCT model doesn’t allow for the 

‘messiness’ of normal people in their own community (can’t 

control…)
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Meet the Working Group

Chris Burt
Birmingham Community

Donna Clements
Kent Community 

Rubina Reza
Derbyshire 

Community

Rubina Reza
Derbyshire 
Community
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Sarah Williams

Solent NHS

Donna 
Clements

Jayne Clarke
Admin CRN WM

Shivani Khan
Hounslow & 
Richmond 

Community



“If you want to go fast, go 
alone, if you want to go far 

go together”.

Robin Jones Gunn
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Good Practice Challenges:

Capability 
Capacity

Staff capacity

Staff capability 

Limited R&D staff 
& delivery team

Problematic 
Processes

Limited guidance 
provided for our 
settings 

Medical oversight 
in areas where we 
don’t have Dr’s

Costing and 
funding structures 
create 
disadvantage

Few Suitable 
Studies

Researchers don’t 
understand 
community so 
don’t design 
bespoke studies 

Methods too 
biomedical in 
focus

No unified 
approach to link 
with social care & 
PH etc..

Early 
Engagement

Community 
based service is a 
national priority

Encourage early 
engagement with 
academics and 
researchers to 
design and cost 
appropriately
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DHSC Meetings

• May 2019  Discuss 
challenges and barriers to 
research

• March 2020 Invited back 
to meet CRN director of 
Research & NIHR finance 
director

• Sept 2021 Online 
meeting with William Van’t 
Hoff & Mark Toal



Research & Innovation
Dr Christine Burt – Director of Research and Innovation

Dr Rachel Manning – Portfolio Research Manager



Meet the team!



WHY?

Most people find that a 
brain injury puts a strain on 
their relationships and on 
their mental wellbeing.

A team from Birmingham 
Community Healthcare 
have developed a new 
therapy to help people 
protect their relationships 
and their wellbeing.

We need volunteers to try 
out the therapy.

WE NEED YOU!!!
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INTERESTED?

Ways to find out more:

• Website: 
https://continuity-
therapy.squarespace.com
/

• QR Code

       for website

• Facebook -  search for 
‘continuity therapy’

• Contact Barbara on 07880 
673385, or email 
barbara.hagger@nhs.net

• Ask a member of staff for a 
leaflet

Couples Therapy after 
Acquired Brain Injury

mailto:barbara.hagger@nhs.net


Studies After Stroke



Example Studies:

INspires





Are you a parent of a child who has received a negative (normal) newborn 

screening result in the last 12 months?

If yes, AND your child was born in London, Birmingham, Sheffield, 

Newcastle, Manchester or Leicester we would like to invite you to be 

involved in a research project to explore your views of newborn 

screening. 

Exploring parents’ and health professionals’ experiences of 

screening for Severe Combined Immunodeficiency (SCID)



CHART, research and the future

Growth of research in community hospitals and out

of hospital settings & people’s homes

More collaboration across the system e.g. ICS, social care, primary care 

and public health colleagues –

Build CHART alliance to create a platform for development of new 

research and collaborate with researchers 

CHART welcomes all organisation involved in community & out of 

hospital research.

16



Future of Community Healthcare

There is a broad consensus that to achieve high-quality, 
sustainable health and care services that can meet the 
changing needs of the population, there will need to be a 
radical shift in the focus of care from hospital to community 
health services.

The Kings Fund
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New CHART Website – coming soon…

Presentation title 20XX 18



Key 
Building 

Blocks for 
Research 
Success

 to 
Success



Thank you

To sign up to 
CHART please 
contact:

Jayne Clarke

j.clarke2@nhs.net
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